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Hansard Thursday, 21 April 2005

Speech by

John-Paul Langbroek

MEMBER FOR SURFERS PARADISE

POLICE AND OTHER LEGISLATION AMENDMENT BILL 2004
Mr LANGBROEK (Surfers Paradise—Lib) (5.36 pm): I am very pleased to rise in my capacity as

Liberal shadow spokesman for police and corrective services to speak in the debate on the Police and
Other Legislation Amendment Bill and offer the Liberal Party's support for this bill. I am very pleased to
support amendments to legislation that strengthen laws regarding weapons. I remember the first big move
and the first big test of the first Howard government after 1996 was the introduction of gun laws. At the time
some saw it as a knee-jerk reaction to a paranoia that had arisen out of the Port Arthur tragedy. However,
as has been a great pillar of the leadership of John Howard, he stuck to his guns, no pun intended, and the
reforms have been accepted and the results are there. They have worked. I will always be in favour of
responsible restrictions on firearms. The Liberal Party recognises that there are circumstances where
there is a need for firearms. However, that fact means that there is the ability for policy makers to do things
in this place that mean these dangerous implements are used for the purposes for which they are intended
and there is only a limited possibility of their misuse.

One of the facets of the federal government's stance on firearms—indeed, its current stance on
firearms—is that there is a place for policy that enables responsible firearm management. I am happy to
say that I feel this legislation does that. The Liberal Party would not support a bill that watered down any of
the federal government's stipulations regarding firearms. I repeat: the federal government's stance has
been proven and if there were any possible implementations not contemplated at this point in time that
would dilute the federal government's initiatives then the Liberal Party would bring that to the attention of
the minister and this House.

I also like the provisions in the bill allowing for a greater level of efficiency in processing firearms
licences and other issues of handling firearms. I believe these measures aimed at improving the efficiency
of firearms handling do not compromise the safety of the public and there do not appear to be any
loopholes or compromising circumstances involved in any of these that would lead to the safety of the
public being at risk. Again, though, the Liberal Party will keep a very close watch to see that nothing pops
up that is not contemplated at this time.

With regard to the issue of drugs that is dealt with in the bill, I commend the minister for the
provisions that deal with the use of dangerous drugs for training. The training of dogs to sniff out
dangerous drugs is one of the armoury of weapons in the war—the continuous war—on drugs. Any move
that helps us fight that war is a move that will be supported by the Liberal Party. The provisions make
commonsense and I am surprised that such provisions have not been in place in the past. I am also
pleased to see this legislation taking on an evolutionary role where we are talking about the limitations on
police gathering evidence with respect to organised crime. The fight against organised crime is always a
tricky one and we often have to balance the strict applications of due process with the practicalities of
securing the correct arrests for the purpose of public safety, arguably the highest public policy objective.
These provisions do that. I am happy to see that fine line being maintained. With those comments, I
commend the bill to the House. 
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